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"Vase Arrangement of Elegant Offerings' and

"Superfluous Things" aesthetics in later Ming Dynasty
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Liang Xiaoping Xiao Qinwen

Abstract: The literati of the late Ming Dynasty emphasized the "Artistry of Life", and attached
importance to the creation of the artistic conception beauty of the virtuality and reality
combination in daily life. They pursue the body pleasure and feel the aesthetic experience from the
blend of "object with subject" in the connection of "body and implements ". "Superfluous Things"
is the medium for the literati to enjoy the body pleasure, and also the main aesthetic object of the
literati aesthetics in later Ming Dynasty, which fully shows the literati's aesthetic taste of "Artistry
of Life" in later Ming Dynasty. "Vase Arrangement of Elegant Offerings" as a representative
"Superfluous Things" witnessed the aesthetic style of "Superfluous Things" in the late Ming
Dynasty with its artistry, contextualization and advocate nature which implied the literati's
self-awakening and pursuit of a better life in the late Ming Dynasty. The late Ming dynasty
literati dig the aesthetic of daily life world when suffer setback in official career and Inner
depression, admittedly has its "decadent" suspicion , but as psychic solutions in specific living
context, it adjusted and settled the body and mind of ego, choose a new life, and also expanded
and enriched the aesthetic practice of ancient literati, both for the contemporary Chinese society
"Aesthetic Education" offered reference, and provided Chinese local experiences for the global
living aesthetics research.

Key words: “Superfluous Things”, later Ming Dynasty, living aesthetics, “Vase Arrangement of
Elegant Offerings”
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